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Philosophy Assignment
1. State and explain clearly and completely the re-stated version of the Greatest Happiness Principle of Mill. In explaining this restated version, point out the specific areas it has in common (at least 3 similarities) with the Principle of Utility of Bentham and the specific areas in which it is different (at least 3 differences) from the Principle of Utility of Bentham. (20 points 
The principle of utility or Mills' greatest happiness principle claims that happiness is the ultimate creation to show what is moral or not. For instance, the ideal moral society is where all people are happy and strive to live free from pain. 
Bentham's utility principle approves or deprive actions if they augment or diminish the party's actions or the greatest happiness of the greatest number of people is the measure of wrong and right. Anything that produces good pleasure, advantage, or happiness and prevents the happiness or evil pain, mischief, or unhappiness will contribute to the community happiness (a community can be a single person), then it is the right moral choice. 
Both Bentham and Mils are concerned with maximizing happiness for the community. 
Bentham considered the pleasure quantity, but Mills looked into both quality and quantity of pleasure. Mils looks into the higher pleasures and lower pleasures, while Bentham did not distinguish between pleasures experienced by humans and beasts. 
Bentham was concerned with the act utilitarianism while Mill's rule utilitarianism. Bentham applied utility theory to individual situations and acts where some immoral acts were allowed. Mill claimed that utility principles should determine moral rules governing utility, like killing people that will lower utility. 
2.Reconstruct Mill's reply to each of the following objections brought up against utilitarianism:
2A. that the principle of utility or the greatest happiness principle is a swinish doctrine. (7.5 points)
Mills is accused of the common swinish doctrine because it only appeals to the pleasure without caring about whether it affects beasts or humans. Mill counters that such can only be the case if the humans are capable of swinish pleasures. 
2B. that the utilitarian doctrine is incompatible with the Christian doctrine of self-sacrifice. (7.5 points)
Self-sacrifice is concerned with giving upon one's happiness to benefit others the way Jesus sacrificed his life to benefit all of us. Such is incompatible with utilitarianism, which does not call for sacrifice for others but doing anything (either moral or immoral) to help the greatest amount of people and create more happiness. 
2C. that it is asking too much to require people always to act for the sake of promoting the general interest 
The doctrine of Unitarianism calls for the heroes or martyrs who must act to benefit the general interest at the expense of individual happiness. It is hardy for people to overlook their happiness for the sake of other's people happiness 
2D. that there is no time, previous to action, for calculating and weighing the effects of any line of conduct on the general happiness. (7.5 points) 
People do not approach moral situations in a sense like people are born. People approach situations, understanding how things affect them. Mill alleges that people have to calculate unhappiness and happiness, which results from an action.
3.What does Sartre mean by the statement "Existence precedes essence"? To what kind of being does Sartre apply this statement? Does Sartre apply this statement to beings like the paper-cutter? Why is that so? (15 points)
Freedom is existence, and it precedes essence in its existence. The statements mean that what people do, how they act in their lives determine their apparent qualities. People do not tell the truth because they are honest. On the contrary, people define themselves as honest by repeating, telling the truth, choosing who they are, being born nothing, and becoming who they want through actions and choices. 
For instance, for a paper-knife or paper cutter, people understand that it is made by a person who had its conception in mind, which includes bow it should be made and hos it would be used; therefore, before making the knife, knife makers conceived the idea and had a purpose. If by knife's essence, people mean the procedure by which it was made and the role for which it was made. It can be said that the essence of the knife precedes its existence. 

4.A. Human beings are not ready-made.
Sartre thinks that if people are what they make themselves, no one should be blamed for what they become. Again, when people choose a process to make themselves, they choose for themselves and humankind. This is because there is no universal human nature, to begin with. After all, no God exists to conceive their essence of human nature. For Sartre, people are responsible for their individuality and responsible for everyone else. Sartre claims that despite creating values, people create an image of human nature as they think it should look.
4B. Human beings are in anguish.
In the aguish concept, Sartre thinks people choose to be who they are. They will not escape the feeling of deep and total responsibility; anguish is derived from responsibility and from fearing for one's freedom. 
4C. Human beings are abandoned. (Note: Be sure to discuss here the 3 levels of meaning of abandonment for Sartre)
In a world without God, people's psychological condition is abandoned. Abandonment means that by dismissing God, every possibility to find value in intelligence heaven disappears. People cannot have god before their choice because there is no perfect or infinite. A sense of abandonment means that everything is permitted, and everyone is abandoned. No one has an excuse since existence precedes essence. Apart from one's existence, there is nothing. Things are what they seem to be, and apart from this, there is nothing. 
4D. Human beings should act as if in despair or without hope. 
Despair is an emotive term. Sartre thinks that existentialism's attitude to the obstinacy or disobedience of the world aspects is past their control. What people desire to do other individuals or extern events may destroy. The desired attitude means that people should act without any hope. People should not rely on anything which is usually outside human controls. Sartre thinks that it needs to lead to people committing themselves to action because it exists except in action.
5A. Discuss at least 3 charges made against existentialism and the reply of Sartre to each of those charges. (5 points) 
Existentialism trivializes or denies human undertakings because it rejects transcendental standards without human beings have not basis for acting, judging, and willing. Existentialism is irrational voluntarism types, relativistic moral anarchy that does not care about individual choices in the society. Again, human beings cannot will themselves into anything by the force of consciousness through different environmental backgrounds and genetic characteristics. One cannot wish abusive life away, for instance. 
5B. Give at least 2 reasons why Sartre says his existentialism is humanism. (5 points)
Satire has characterized existentialism as humanism as it renders human life a possibility. Humanism is a theory of humans as a supreme value and an end in itself. Such entails the generic humankind humanism, and its ma sing is seen as fixed and is a general concept of which specific women/men usually derive existence. Humanism is an ideology which will do not allow human in society to overcome itself. Another reason is that existentialism humanism is self-creating, self-surpassing. For Sartre, no human nature exists, and before existence, there is no essence. Before people exist, there is nothing, and essence comes from one's commitment, facts, acts, investigations, or freedom. 
 6. Differentiate between (10 points) 
A. The 2 kinds of existentialists according to Sartre 
The two types of existentialists according to Sartre are Christians an atheist. Both Christians and atheist have common existentialist theory of 'existence precedes essence’
Christians’ faith is based in their immediate, sensible as well as direct God’s experience indwelling in terms of human. On the other hand, atheists do not believe in existence of God
B. pour-soi and en-soi (Sartre)
En-soi is in itself, and pur soi is being for itself. Ensoi can describe things that have a complete and definable essence, yet they are not conscious of their essential completeness. Pour-sour is used to describe human beings who are described by the consciousness possessions and specifically by their own existence consciousness
 C. The hedonic calculus of Bentham and the competent judge of Mill
It is an algorithm of values based on the ratio of pain to pleasure. The morality of actions is measurable by the pain it inflicts and the pleasure of actions it affects. The competent judge test entails people capable of determining if one pleasure is better compared to the other since they have experienced both. 
D. The moral world of Bentham and Mill and the moral world of Kant
Utilitarianism thinks that the moral purpose of making life better by increasing the amount of happiness and pleasure and decreasing bad things and pain. 
Kant's moral world holds that the supreme principles of morality are rationality standards called the categorical imperative. Specific moral requirements are justified by principles where all immoral actions are irrational. Morality is derived from obligation or acting for moral law respect. One should do the right thing, even if it leads to harmful effects.
